The Open Morris Magazine
Autumn 2017

In this Issue... JMO festivities past and JMO festivities yet to come...
Meet Crosskey Clog, our JMO 2018 hosts... The Sue Dyke Award...
Antipodean adventures and opportunities... Poetry... and much more!

Ed’ s Column
confessions of a Morris tart
My crowning achievement this year has definitely been
reproducing the OM logo in cake form! (see page 15 - not
scratch and sniff I’m afraid) My teams have all been busy,
with WT40 (You got the pun straight away, didn’t you?
Took me 18 months!), Whitethorn’s 40th Anniversary day
of dance, going off as a roaring success in September.
Needless to say, that was a rather cake-centric event as
well. Nom nom nom! Or indeed OM nom nom...
I’m so pleased to have articles showcasing our brilliant
young OM dancers in this edition, Bollin Morris Minors
and Roses are Red both sound like they’re going from
spirits
undampened at
strength to strength, and hopefully The Sue Dyke Award
BunkFest - photo
(see page 4) will help to see this is a trend that continues
by Jack Smee
long after we’re all morris memories.
I’ve recently volunteered with my excellent local ceilidh
series, Oxfolk, and have been enjoying extra-curricular dancing whenever possible. I’m
all for a sneaky dance any time (#neverleavehomewithoutyourclogs), so I really hope
some OM teams will take up the opportunities to go down under (see pages 16 and
17), then you can write an article to tell us all about it!
Happy dancing everyone, I wish you a warm and dance-filled winter, and look forward
to seeing lots of you in Peterborough in May!

Jen
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Chair ’ s Column
I hope you enjoy a slightly unusual photo of the OM
Chair out Souling in Cheshire with the Halton
Soulers, most of whom are or were members of Earl
of Stamford. Versatile or what?!
Souling or Soulcaking is thought to date back to the
10th century, with written records of the Halton
Souling play known from 1880. Our play uses the
original 1886 words with modern ad libs and is
typical of the Cheshire plays, including a threelegged horse and Driver. There are up to 8 similar
groups of Soulers out on any one night during the
first week of November every year so we jostle for
suitably welcoming pubs and try not to arrive at the
same time as another group!

Once again, I'm looking forward to
reading this issue of Dancing On
and hearing what you've all been
up to. It's sure to brighten up the
darkening days!
This year has seen the spirit of
co-operation and collaboration between the three Morris Organisations continuing, with
some joint projects in their early stages. OM also have an exciting project planned for
younger members or those working with them, as a result of receiving donations of
money and an engraved tankard. You can read more about the plans in this issue of
DO as well as seeing a photo of the recently elected Officers with the lovely tankard.
Our recent AGM was productive and sufficiently varied to ward off too much snoring. I
was very pleased to see us embracing technology with electronic documents projected
for all to see and a recording made of the proceedings. The minutes will probably have
been sent out by the time you read this. A guaranteed riveting read!
Following the successful & well-organised JMOs National Day of Dance organised by
the Morris Ring, OM have next year's Day of Dance well in hand. The details on how to
apply have been emailed out, with a deadline of December 20th.
My thanks go to all the OM Officers and other Officials without whom none of this
would be possible.

Wassail!
Nicki Pickering
Open Morris Chair
Dancing ON!
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In Memory of Sue Dyke
Sue Dyke (nee Spick), who sadly died earlier this year,
was a former officer of Open Morris and a stalwart
practitioner of dance, in and around Nottingham. Sue
danced North West with the much missed Nottingham
Pride and Cotswold with Jacquard, Bunnies from Hell,
Scragenz and, since 2000, with Lady Bay Revellers,
with whom she danced up until her final illness.
Sue had a wealth of knowledge and experience of
many English traditions, but after a full day of dancing,
when we all relaxed with some good food and perhaps
a drink or two, Sue came into her own with her
wonderful singing, taking pride in searching out and
learning new songs, as well as entertaining us all with
her old favourites, including the much requested
'Suzanna's a Wonderful Sow', embellished with actions and astonishing sound
effects !
Morris folk of Nottingham, family and friends from
many walks of life, gave Sue a fantastic send-off,
with much dancing, stories and song. Sue would
have loved it .
To continue Sue's involvement with a tradition
she loved so much, her husband, Ken, requested
that donations made in her name at the funeral
should be passed on to Open Morris, to set up a
bursary, promoting and supporting the Morris
tradition.
Lady Bay Revellers, who have felt the loss of a
valued and much-loved member throughout this
dance season, have donated an inscribed pewter
tankard, to be awarded annually by Open Morris
to worthy recipients, continuing and developing
the dancing that Sue enjoyed so much.
We hope that these dancers will think of Sue and
raise a glass of Old Rosie in her memory.
Barry Roland

The Sue Dyke Award
Following Sue’s untimely death in January, her husband Ken generously donated the
funeral donations to Open Morris. At the Officials' Meeting in June we discussed how we
might present the tankard donated by Lady Bay Revellers, and some cash, annually, in
Sue's name.
We decided that the idea of bursaries was not viable using this particular finite pot of
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money but that prizes for an annual competition would be a good way forward. As Sue
was concerned about recruitment and the future of Morris, we agreed that involving
youngsters from the OM Morris world would be ideal, provisionally defining "young" as
under 30.
It was decided to present the tankard annually at AGM, along with some cash prizes, for
suitably excellent projects by or about young members of Open Morris. Ken Dyke has
since agreed the outline proposal. Further discussion took place at the OM AGM recently
with the following outline plan:
1) An annual competition for OM members who are aged under 30 or who work in Morris
dancing with young people aged under 30, as part of OM.
2a) Different categories each year for a project based around (for instance) what Morris
means to them e.g.
Photography; collage; art; textile; essay; dance book; composing a new dance which is
used; writing a Morris tune which is used; Starting up and maintaining a new young Side;
Organising a Day of Dance
Or
2b) to an individual who has revitalised the side by their enthusiasm, dancing ability or
musicianship in the current year.
Or
2c) widening the remit to include other aspects of morris dancing, such as song.
3) To be accompanied by an article for Dancing On written by the competitor with
support from the magazine editor.
4) The winner to make a presentation at the AGM and/or a display board which could be
used at AGM and throughout the year at other suitable venues.
5) At the AGM, the consensus was to award the tankard (to be returned annually for the
next presentation) at AGM, with £100 as first prize.There would be a runner-up prize of
£50 with a certificate. We have £645 in hand so, if we plan for 4 years, prizes of £100
and £50 would take most of the money. If OM felt they had the resources they could then
take up the expense from OM funds in the future.
6) The prizes would have to be dependent
on entries being of suitably high calibre as
judged by an external judge with some
expertise in the relevant field. I would
welcome suggestions for suitable judges.
There would be a disclaimer so that the
prizes would only be awarded if the entries
were judged to be of a suitably high
standard.
7) It is proposed to engrave the tankard
annually with the winner's name and year
of competition. If OM were happy to pay for
that, the prizes could remain at the level
suggested once the surplus donation fund
had been used up.
the beautiful tankard

I would like to set up a sub-committee to
finalise details and have a formal plan to put out to the membership by Easter at the
latest, to allow the competition to take place in 2018. Please email me on chair@openmorris.org if you'd like to help with the planning.
Nicki Pickering
Dancing ON!
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Crosskey Clog - JMO 2018 Hosts
Crosskey are a Northwest side from Peterborough. They were formed in 1982 when
the Peterborough dancers of Northampton based clog side Poly Olbion decided to form
a local side.
Their kit is distinctive red and navy plus a leather badge showing the crossed keys,
these being part of Peterborough City's Coat of Arms, symbolising St.Peter's role as
the keeper of the keys to heaven.
Over the years Crosskey have become well established and have been seen at
various events locally and nationally, from local pubs and fetes, to festivals such as
Whittlesea Straw Bear, Rochester May Day, Scarborough, Sidmouth, the late lamented
Expo Steam and others, plus TV appearances.
They are keen international dancers, and recently hosted a French dance side,
Massandore, who danced in the dawn with Crosskey on May 1st, and also at Burghley
House. In 1992 for their 10th anniversary, they danced in Portugal both as buskers on
the streets and as representatives of English dance in a festival organised to
incorporate song and dance from different nations.
Crosskey’s website is at www.crosskeyclog.org if you’re interested to find out more
about the team! They will be hosting the 2018 JMO Day of Dance on behalf of Open
Morris, and it promises to be a treat!
crosskey with massandore
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Morrising in Melbourne
I love Morris dancing, as audience, performer
or just enthusiastic tambourine banger, and I
knew it would be one of the things I missed
the most on my year-long trip to Australia.
Having looked up North American sides on
YouTube from time to time and seen some
very odd interpretations (though I'm sure
some sides are very faithful to the traditions) I
wasn't anticipating great things in Oz, so when
I followed my daughter and her young family
to Melbourne my expectations were modest,
to say the least.
How wrong could I be! I emailed the side I
knew would be most local for me - Red Raven
Morris - and they have been warm and
friendly, definitely my kind of people. The
squire, Brewy (he designs new beers!) told
me they do 'some' border, but they are
basically a mixed Cotswold side. As a member
of Wicket Brood Border Morris for twelve years, my dancing style can best be
described as 'enthusiastic' and I fetched up in the middle of Red Raven
learning Eynsham dances - not the easiest for a beginner Cotswold. But
crossed hands, crossed eyes and a cross brain (I just cannot get used to
starting on the left foot…) are a small price to pay for being part of the Morris
community here.
Red Raven have a large core of dancers who have been dancing for 20 or 30
years and their repertoire is vast. I am slowly getting my head (and feet) round
Bampton, Adderbury and a couple of Fieldtown dances. Last week I was
thrown in without warning to a Lichfield dance while dancing out, but luckily I
already knew how to do a Lichfield Hey so no injuries were sustained…
With great timing, I joined just a few weeks before the Melbourne leg of the
annual Australian National Ale. Morris sides from other parts of Australia plus a
scratch side from the UK (Ragged Robin) were on a 3 week beano taking in
Adelaide, Melbourne and Canberra. I met great people from Adelaide, Perth,
Sydney and Yorkshire(!) as well as the other Melbourne sides - Britannia Morris
Men, (another Cotswold side but all male as the name suggests), and a mixed
North West side, Brandragon . I'd be tempted to join but it turns out they have
to order their clogs from England - bells too! The Australian Morris community
is small so everyone pretty much knows everyone else. A fair proportion of Red
Raven dances with Britannia or Brandragon, or both. They have also learned to
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be very versatile, many dancers picking up rapper or sword dances over the
years as well as the main tradition their particular side focuses on.
Saturday of the National Ale was workshop day. I learned a rapper dance much more simple moves than I'd thought but I can't imagine doing it at the
proper speed - some more Cotswold dances and then helped Ragged Robin
teach Twiglet in the set I was in. It was nice to do something familiar! Sunday
we were out in the spectacularly beautiful Yarra valley, touring vineyards and
breweries and dancing in the freezing air blowing in from the snow capped
mountains edging the valley. Nothing stops the Morris!
Recently I attended the 44th annual Maldon Folk Festival with Red Raven.
Maldon is a beautifully preserved little country town from the Gold Rush days.
Britannia Morris are featured every year and Red Raven get to go as their
guests. Apart from the Morris, the O'Shea-Ryan Irish Dancers are the only
other busking dancers, although there are other street performers. A wide
variety of music seems to pour out of
every doorway as you pass and wellknown acts play a few choice venues
throughout the weekend and into
Monday. There is a wonderfully
unhurried feel to the weekend as it
comes just before the Melbourne
bank holiday Tuesday that is held in
honour of the Melbourne Cup, (a
horse race -well if they have a bank
holiday for a football match, why not a
horse race?). I was delighted to hear
many up and coming young folk
artists such as singer/songwriter
Khristian Mizzi (certain to hear more
of him, I think) and Golden Fiddle
winner Georgia Rose, as well as
rectify my shameful ignorance and
hear Eric Bogle, John Fegan,
Jeanette Gillespie & Duncan Brown,
and the hilariously brilliant Martin
Pearson.
There is an international camaraderie within the Morris community. Somehow
you just fit right in and I'm sure dancing friends who've danced in NZ or
America would agree. I am homesick and I do miss Wicket Brood a lot, but the
Morris community is alive and well down under and they've taken me under
their wing.
Val Joyce
Dancing ON!
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JMO NDOD 2017 - Leicester
I attended the excellent Leicester JMO as the morris paparazzi - I wasn’t dancing,
though I did thoroughly enjoy joining in with my friends in Clerical Error, a Federation
Side - so I was able to spend the day tracking down every OM side in attendance, and
was very pleased to see some teams I’d not met before! It was a cracking day, enjoyed
by all who came and danced - many thanks to Charlie Corcoran and Leicester Morris
Men, who hosted the day on behalf of the Morris Ring.

earl of stamford

robin in fenstanton kit

heartsease

tatterfoals
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rattlejag

beorma
the illustrious order
of fools and beasts

wharfedale wayzgoose
Dancing ON!
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lady bay revellers

bury fair

bunnies from hell
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The Bollin Morris Minors Story
It all started with an email. “My son has been doing border Morris for a year now
but I am looking for a team for him to join closer to home as we live in Warrington”.
Well that sounds OK. But there is a problem “he is only 5 years old”. Well 99 times
of a hundred you could turn this down. But on this occasion, we have some
families with children and grandchildren of suitable ages. Earlier in the year
someone took a photo of them which was dubbed the “Bollin Morris Minors”.
After some gnashing of teeth and
some discussion at the AGM we
agreed to start the Morris minors.
Our main practices were out of the
question - just too late! The pub
offered us the use of the room
Saturday afternoons, but we thought
that might be a bit inappropriate.
Then we discovered that the local
Tesco has a community room that is
available free of charge, checking the
schedule Saturday afternoons were
free, so that was the venue sorted.
We decided on just one practice a month so it didn’t take over our life, picking the
2nd Saturday except when the Morris had a booking that week.
We had to register as a separate team with Open Morris for insurance purposes,
separate practices equals twice the risk, so you pay twice, fair enough. With my
health and safety hat on, I thought about sticks, Papier Mache? Hollow tubes like
the inside of foil dispensers? Finally, I found some 12” balsa wood sticks on ebay –
sorted.
One of the Mums on the PTA at the school where our grandchildren go put a
notice up on the web site, and suddenly we have enough children to make it
happen. The first practice was a bit daunting, we only had 7 the first time, but that
soon increased. Everywhere we went we visited the Charity shops to get everyone
a black hat, material was bought and cut up for tatters, t-shirts ordered and by St
Georges day we were ready to dance out with the adults.
Nine months on, they have danced out 7 times, we have done our first booking
without the Senior team. We have a repertoire of 4 dances, with one more just
started and everyone is having fun. The balsa wood sticks have largely giving way
to wooden sticks, except for the newcomers. Hopefully there are two new recruits
at the next practice having joined in at the last dance out.
So, the future is here already, hopefully some of Morris Minors will stay with the
team, but some will move away or go to University and join other teams. We are
doing our bit to secure the future of Morris Dancing, and having a lot of fun along
the way.
Bob Sweet
Dancing ON!
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Letters - The Discussion Continues
We have read the "Letter from a member" in your Spring magazine and have shown
our young group Roses are Red, asking them what makes them want to come along
and dance. They tell us that they love dancing and being together. We then asked if
our group didn't exist, would they join in with an adult side, sadly the answer was "No".
Why? because as one girl said, "We all know each other and we're all friends".
We do feel that we are in a somewhat unique situation, as most of our group went to
the same Primary school and danced together, with us there - the bond was already
formed. We have just been lucky enough to build on it.
As a new group we also had the opportunity to ask the girls what they would like their
costume to consist of, trying to make it something teenagers would feel comfortable in.
Choosing the name was also interesting. We had lots of suggestions and they voted for
it themselves - so they really have a feeling of ownership. Our dances too are a mix,
Cotswold, Border and some of their own invention, with a real variety of music, some
traditional, played by our 3 musicians (adult friends) and some recorded popular music
- not to everyone's taste, but it's working for us at the moment.
Our hope is of course, that although they are starting together like this, having enjoyed
dancing out and meeting a variety of other Morris teams, as they grow older they would
want to continue to dance and join other sides.
Pat & Colin King
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Get Involved - Items From Our AGM
The OM AGM 2017 took place in Coton
near Cambridge on Sunday 26th Nov,
hosted by Fenstanton Morris. After an
excellent and only slightly brain-bending
Molly workshop with the bright and
beautiful Gog Magog Molly, the meeting
was productive, with our new Constitution
being polished to perfection! We also took
delivery of the tankard donated by Lady
Bay Revellers in memory of Sue Dyke, so
here are our new Committee proudly
displaying the tankard.

Material for the Archives
There are several editions of the
magazine missing from Set 1 and Set 2.
It would be good if we could find copies
of these, ideally one for each set. The
missing numbers are Issues 1,2,4,5,6,7,
15 (Autumn 1986), 17 (May? 1987), 19
(Jan? 1988?), Spring 2013 and Spring
2014. There are also copies missing from
48 to 53 inclusive. I do have three of the
intermediate issues but can't identify an
issue number. The ones I have are
possibly early and late 2006 ('Who do we
have here' and 'Wedding Belles not
Morris Bells') and Nov 2007 dated but not
numbered. If anyone has any of these
copies and would be willing to part with
them, they would be gratefully received!
archivist@open-morris.org
Sheila Hill
OM Archivist
Dancing ON!

Area Rep Vacancies - We
Need YOU!
Our South Central and NE Area Reps
would like to stand down and are hoping
for willing volunteers to replace them.
Regrettably the East Midlands Area Rep
has also decided to call it a day so we
are looking for replacements in all three
Regions, as well as the South West which
has stood vacant for a couple of seasons.
The role doesn't have to be arduous or
time-consuming and is a great way to get
to know your local teams if only by
passing information and queries to and
from OM. If you can get out and meet
them in action so much the better, but we
appreciate how busy everyone is.
Area Reps also get the chance to join in
discussions at the Annual Officials'
Meeting and help to move OM forwards.
The more heads, the more opinions and
ideas!
Please get in touch with Nicki on
chair@open-morris.org if you'd like any
more information.
And lastly, to show those who didn’t come
to the AGM just what they missed out on,
here’s the cake I made for the occasion!
Jen

Next year’s AGM will take place in
Stourbridge on Sunday November
18th, hosted by Bedcote Morris - come
along!
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Australian Morris Ring National Ale 2018
The fourth Australian Morris Ring National Ale
will be held in Sydney, 24-26 August 2018. An
extension tour will be held close to Sydney 2628 August.
http://www.morris.org.au/nationalale/2018/
Program
Friday 24 August
Late afternoon meet and greet in Sydney’s
historic Rocks district. Staying in the Rocks at
an archaeological dig site with views of the
Opera House and Bridge from the rooftop
social and singing area.
Saturday 25 August
Morning dance workshops followed by dancing at iconic Sydney city locations.
We head east for lunch on the beachfront, dance along the stunning cliffsides
before the evening ale dinner with views of the ocean.
Sunday 26 August
Dancing at an historic venue in the Royal Botanic Gardens. A picnic lunch in
the beautiful gardens before dancing in the Domain with views of Sydney
Harbour. Departure mid-afternoon
Details will be updated regularly on our website:
http://www.morris.org.au/nationalale/2018/program/
We will launch information and ticketing for the extension tour shortly:
http://www.morris.org.au/nationalale/2018/extension-tour/
Registration
The full National Ale ticket costs $320AUD, which includes two nights
accommodation in central Sydney, two breakfasts, Saturday night dinner and
drinks, Sunday lunch and drinks, and your ale badge.
Registrations close 1 July 2018.
http://www.morris.org.au/nationalale/2018/registration/
Join the Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/events/251431232053608/
Or contact us via Nationalmorrisale2018@gmail.com

16

Dancing ON!

National New Zealand Morris Dancing Tour
Dear Morris Dancers,
So, you think that winning the Americas Cup is the best that we Kiwis can do?
WRONG!
We also happen to put on one of the best Morris Meets on the planet. I am talking
about the National New Zealand Morris Dancing Tour. In January 20th 2018 it will be
held in Auckland, New Zealand.
It is a week-long event. We will be showing off the best that Auckland has to offer.
There will be a steam train ride through a part of picturesque New Zealand. There will
be a river boat journey, lots of pubs especially chosen for the quality of their booze, and
you may even view a stretch of water through which will churn the challengers for the
next Americas Cup. We will have a ceilidh. We will stay in a scout camp, nestled in a
native bush setting; with many glades for camp-fire sing-arounds, moonlit walkways
with cliff-top views of the Manukau harbour, and so on.
Our tours are Morris’s best kept secret. Just ask ‘Hankies Gone Awry’, a travelling
Morris side comprising dancers from Californian sides, which has been coming here for
over thirty years! We have many repeat visitors amongst the Australians as well,
including Sydney based Black Joke Morris. This year will be another truly memorable,
international event.
We will also be professionally documenting the tour. Your fifteen minutes of fame
awaits.
You can use this Tour to springboard yourself into the holiday of a lifetime, and enjoy
the rest of what New Zealand has to offer, and/or you can hang around with us a bit
longer. This year the Tour will end just as the Auckland Folk Festival begins.
So, if you want some quietude after your dancing labours, or you want to further your
dancing enjoyment, both
will be possible at the
Auckland Folk Festival.
Apart from singing and
playing, there will be
Morris dancing, at least
two ceilidhs, and a battle.
The New Zealand Morris
Dancers have been
challenged to a battle by
Alf’s Imperial Army. And we
need all the help we can
get. Don’t worry, no Morris
Dancers will be harmed, but our honour is at stake.
WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE YOU THERE. Further info can be gleaned at the following
websites;
https://sites.google.com/site/nzmorrisdancing/tour
The Auckland Folk Festival link is; http://aucklandfolkfestival.co.nz/
Mark the dates in your calendar now; January 20th to the 29th day of January. These
dates include the National Tour as well as the Auckland Folk Festival. The NZ Morris
tour dates are 20-26th January, 2018. COME ON, YOU KNOW YOU WANT TO…….
Kind Regards,
Errol Dawson
Email: dancingdawsons@gmail.com
Dancing ON!
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Phoenix’ s Year in Showbiz!
Phoenix Morris is based in
Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire. We
started off as a male side but we have
now been dancing as a mixed side for
30 Years. In 1987 when we went
mixed the going got tough but we kept
going! Mixed morris was very much
frowned upon back then and it would
have been so easy to admit defeat, as
we were not accepted by many single
sex sides or Festivals. We persevered
and danced on until eventually mixed
morris sides increased in numbers
and to date there are more mixed
sides than single sex sides within the
world of morris.

and we recently did some filming for
the Britain's Got Talent 2018 show
(not auditioning we can assure you!)
whether our filming will be shown we
don't yet know, but it was an
interesting day and our dancing was
very well received.

The most exciting moment for us this
year was when we were on Rose and
Castle & Queens Oak wonderful
weekend of dance, being able to
dance our Adderbury Dance "The
Bell" outside the Bell Public House in
Adderbury.
(the best pub in the world! - ed)
2017 has been a very interesting year
for Phoenix and we thought we would
share a few of our highlights. We
have danced at quite a few festivals,
had some fun invites by other sides,
performed a couple of Ceilidh Spots
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Phoenix Morris are a mixed fun side
based in Rickmansworth Herts and
we will always welcome new dancers
or musicians. So if you live in the area
please come along and have a go!
Sue Stimpson
Phoenix Morris
Dancing ON!

Heartsease
Heartsease "Ladies who dance" - would you like to join us?
Plus the St Neots Sweeps and Milkmaids - a mixed side.
'Heartsease' is a folk dance group based in St Neots celebrating 40 years of dancing,
as they began in October 1977. They enjoy learning and performing dances of England
ranging from Playford to their own self-created dances based on the tradition. The
dancing is not 'strictly' or competitive - no one is 'voted off'!! We are primarily a display
group, but also very sociable in rehearsals, aiming to dance out at Pubs, Community
Events and Traditional Festivals in costume. Previous experience is not necessary; all
you need is a sense of rhythm and a sense of humour! Each year the group supports a
'Charity of the Year' - this last year being ITP, a locally organised charity supporting
research into the blood disorder. The Sweeps and Milkmaids dance out in May and
rehearse during March and April - usually on a Sunday.
Heartsease meets at Eynesbury C of E Primary School, St Neots, Cambs. PE19 2BH,
on Thursday evenings between 8.15pm and 10.00pm during school term times.
Occasionally we hear someone say 'I used to dance at school - it would be nice to do it
again'. Why not come and join?? The group would love to meet new recruits, both
dancers and musicians - the music is 'live' not recorded! Please look up our web site:
www.heartseasedance.co.uk or ring Patti on 01234 376278 to talk over what we do and
find out more information. A warm welcome is guaranteed!
Patti Pitt

And Finally...
I was sad to read a month or two ago
that Wytchwood were no more. We
have danced with them on a number
of occasions and always admired their
style and energy. I was reminded too
of something that Angie Latham had
posted on Facebook about the
“comedown” one can feel after a
danceout or weekend of performing
the morris and her words to me on
another occasion, “You either get
morris or you don’t”. This poem is for
you Angie and all who have suffered
Post Morris Stress Disorder.
Tony Roberts

Dancing ON!

Danceout (for Angie Latham)
We came to dance and play
Each a different route and way
Leaving cares
Other lives
Behind
At the cry of “This time”
Dance unfolds
Sticks and bells
Roll back years
We came as dancers
Music makers
But left as lifelong mates
Bound by love that burns
And aches for more
When we return to everyday
I cry to dance again.
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Open Morris
Contacts
CHAIR: Nicki Pickering, North Wales
01248 600095
chair@open-morris.org
SECRETARY: Norm Warren, E Sussex
secretary@open-morris.org
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:
John Scholey, Kent
membership@open-morris.org
TREASURER: Liz Scholey, Kent
treasurer@open-morris.org
WEB OFFICER: Malcolm Hills,
West Yorkshire
web@open-morris.org
EDITOR OM MAGAZINE: Jenny Cox
dancingon@open-morris.org
ARCHIVIST: Sheila Hill
archivist@open-morris.org

Area Representatives
Please feel free to contact your Area Rep
at any time.
North East
(Yorkshire, Durham, Northumberland, Teeside,
Tyne and Wear)
Malcolm Hills – associates@btinternet.com
East Midlands
(Lincs, Notts, Derbyshire, Leics, Rutland,
Northants)
Vacant – Please get in touch if you’re
interested!
West Midlands
(Staffs, Worcs, Warwickshire, Shropshire, W
Midlands, Herefordshire)
Craig Simmonds
craigmartinsimmonds@gmail.com
Wales & North West
(Wales, Cheshire, Lancs, Cumbria, Greater
Mancs, Merseyside)
Nicki Pickering – dr_nicki_h@hotmail.com
East Anglia
(Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambs incl Peterborough)
Robin James – robin@robinjames.me.uk
South East
(Kent, E Sussex, Essex, W Sussex, London,
Greater London, Surrey)
John Scholey – js@danceon.org
Central
(Oxon, Herts, Beds, Bucks, Berks)
Jenny Cox – jen@bunkfest.co.uk
South Central
(Hampshire and Isle of Wight)
Lindsay McComb - linsch@iowasbestos.co.uk

needs you!

West/South West
(Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Somerset, Wiltshire,
Gloucs, Avon incl Bristol)
Vacant – Please get in touch if you’re
interested!

I hope you’ve enjoyed this edition of Dancing On!
Massive thanks to all my contributors, including the photographers whose work appears here, and
special thanks to our WONDERFUL proof reader Hilary Maidstone!
The next edition is due out in Spring 2018, in time for ‘our’ JMO NDOD on Saturday May 19th. I’d
love to have YOUR article in the next magazine, so please email dancingon@open-morris.org
with all your contributions!
Please note that the views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of Open Morris.

www.open-morris.org

